
OUR MISSION 

ñTo enhance the quality of life 

by enrolling and educating our 

community in the preservation 

and protection of natural areas 

while standing as an example of 

these same principles and values 

in North Central Texas.” 

Fort Worth Nature 
Center & Refuge  
Fort Worth Parks & 

Community Services  

Department 

www.fwnaturecenter.org 
817-392-7410 

October - December 2015 

 

Phenology 

\ fi-nol-uh-jee\ n: a branch of 
science dealing with the rela-
tionship between climate and 
periodic biological phenome-
na. 
 

On the Inside... 
 

 

NATURE CENTER SOUNDS 

  
ē Naturalist-led Hikes   

Saturdays from 10 a.m. - Noon 
 

ē Natural Guard - Thursdays & 

Saturdays from 9 a.m. - Noon 
 

ē Early Birds - Each month 
 

ē Canoeing & Kayaking - Each 

month  
 

ē Preschool Discovery Club (3 - 

5 years old) - Each month 
 

ē Evening Stroll with a Naturalist 
- Each month 

 

ē Fort Worth Library Story Timeï 

First Saturday of the month 
 

ē Fall Docent Training - Oct 3 
 

ē Trails and Treats - October 29 
 

ē Veteranôs Day FREE 

ADMISSION and activities for 
Veterans  - Nov 14 

 

ē Thanksgiving & Christmas 
break activities including Bison 
Feeding Hayrides - See 
Calendar 

Follow us on 
Facebook! 

notices across the Nature 
Center.  
The Nature Center is 
home to several species 
of woodpeckers. Year 
round, you can hear the 
calls of our common resi-
dents, the Downy and the 

Red-bellied variety. If you 
are lucky, you will encoun-
ter the very large Pileated.  
 

During the winter, two ad-
ditional woodpeckers 
come and spend their time 
here, the Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker and the North-
ern Flicker. They migrate 
down to Texas in search 
of food and enjoy our mild 
temperatures.  
 

Woodpeckers are specially 
adapted to living a lifestyle 
among trees. With their 
sharply pointed or  chiseled 
beaks, they can drill holes 
to live in and excavate a 
yummy treat.  
 

They seem to be flawless 
as they climb 
trees. Their stiff 
tails and toe ar-
rangement make it 
very easy going 
up and down a 
tree in search of 
food and prime  
real estate.  
 

Woodpeckers 
never need head-
ache medicine. A 
specially con-
structed skull 
helps to absorb 
the impact of 
drumming. 
 

There are so 
many great things 

to learn about our wildlife 
when we use our senses. 
Come out this fall and enjoy 
the wildlife that the cooler 
weather brings out. Stop by 
the Hardwicke Interpretive 
Center join us for our edu-
cational programs where we 
discuss our wildlife, such as 
woodpeckers.  
 

At any given time, you 
can visit the Fort Worth 
Nature Center & Refuge 
and hear an array of ani-
mal sounds. Birds are ei-
ther singing beautiful me-
lodious songs or scolding 
us with harsh vocaliza-
tions. Sirens 
along Jacksbo-
ro Highway al-
low us to locate 
coyotes on the 
property be-
cause they re-
spond to high 
frequency 
sounds and 
begin howling.  
 

In addition to 
animal sounds, 
you may hear 
the chainsaws 
buzzing from 
hard working 
staff and volun-
teers clearing a 
path on a trail 
or road. The enthusiastic 
and curious voices of 
children may resonate 
around the Hardwicke In-
terpretive Center as do-
cents lead and teach 
them. 
 

As you hike in the wood-
ed areas, you may hear 
a rapid tapping against 
the trees. This sound be-
longs to our woodpeck-
ers drumming territorial 

A Downy Woodpecker hanging around looking for 
a meal. Photo by Randall Patterson. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 
 

2 

 

*åEarly Birds 
8:30 - 10:30 a.m. 

 
 

 

3 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 

*Nature Hike  
10 a.m. - Noon 

 

*Fall Docent  
Training 

10 a.m. - Noon 
 

*ĉStory Time 
1 - 2 p.m. 

¶ Volunteer activities are noted in bold italics. 

¶ å Indicates reservations required (call 817-392-7410)  

¶ ĉ Indicates wheelchair-accessible program. 

¶ * Before title indicates a free program (with paid admission) and a 15 person max 
unless stated otherwise for hikes. 

¶ For more information or to register for programs, call 817-392-7410 

 

4 

 
*Camouflage 
1 - 3 p.m. 

5 
 

 

6 
 

 

7 
 

 

8 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 
 

9 
 

 

10 
 

åCanoe Tour 
8:30 - 11 a.m. 

 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 

*Nature Hike  
10 a.m. - Noon 

 

*A Walk Through 
the Prairie 
2 - 3:30 p.m. 

11 
 

*A Monarchôs 
Adventure 
1 - 2:30 p.m. 

12 
 

 

13 
 

  

14 
 

 

15 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 

16 
 

 

17 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 

*Nature Hike  
10 a.m. - Noon 

 

*Tree Trek 
2 - 3 p.m. 

18 
 
 

*ĉKnee High 
Naturalist 
1 - 2 p.m. 

19 
 

 

20 
 

 

21 
 

22 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 
åEvening Stroll 
6:30 - 8 p.m. 

 
 

 

23 
 

åĉPreschool 
Discovery Club 
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

 
åCanoe Tour 
8:30 - 11 a.m. 

24 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 

*Nature Hike  
10 a.m. - Noon 

 

*ĉAnimal Meet & 
Greet 
2 - 3 p.m. 

25 
 

*ĉBats-Life on the 
Wing 
1 - 3 p.m. 

26 
 

27 28 29 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 
*Trails and Treats 
5 - 7 p.m. 

30 31 
Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 

*Nature Hike  
10 a.m. - Noon 

 

*ĉArachnophilia 
1 - 2 p.m. 

 

Oct 1 Winter Hours Begin 
 

Refuge: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Visitors’ Center: 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
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OCTOBER PROGRAMS 

Every Thursday  
& Saturday, 
9 a.m. - Noon 

Natural Guard: Individuals can help keep the Nature Center beautiful by volunteering for Natural Guard. Volunteers assist Refuge 
staff in trail maintenance, brush clearing, bridge building and much more. Please call 817-392-7410 for information. FREE. 

Every Saturday, 
10 a.m. - Noon 

*Nature Hike: Join a naturalist for a leisurely hike on the trails of the FWNC&R. Hikes feature current natural history events such 
as blooming wildflowers, commonly seen insects, birds, other animals and current projects on the Refuge. Bring water and dress 
for the weather. MAXIMUM  of 15 participants. Hikes not designed for organized groups. FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED. 
FREE (with paid admission). 

Friday, 
October 2 
8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 

*åEarly Birds: Come and join a naturalist as we try to wake up with the birds. We will take a leisurely hike around the Nature 
Center to see if we can find birds beginning their day. This is the best time of the day to see our fine feathered friends. Bring your 
binoculars and camera to enhance your experience. Pre-registration required. FREE (with paid admission). 

Saturday, 
October 3 
10 a.m. - Noon 

*Fall Docent/Volunteer Orientation: Interested in nature and would like to share it with others? Please attend this informative 
meeting to learn more about becoming a docent (Nature Teacher) at the Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge. For more 
information or to register, please call Laura Veloz at (817) 392-7413. Fall Docent Trainings afterwards will run from 9:30-2p.m. 
FREE. 

Saturday, 
October 3 
1 - 2 p.m. 

*ĉStory Time: Join Early Learning Specialist Michelle Lee from the Fort Worth Library as she enthusiastically reads stories and 
leads activities with your young children. Some activities may include songs, dances and more. In October, our topic will be bats. 
Fly on over and learn about these important animals. FREE (with paid admission).  

Sunday, 
October 4 
1 - 3 p.m. 

*Camouflage: Animals are masters of camouflage. There are many ways animals conceal their identity in order to find food or 
avoid becoming food. Hike with us as we seek hidden wildlife. A short presentation precedes the hike. MAXIMUM of 12 
participants. Meet at Hardwicke. FREE (with paid admission).  

Saturday, 
October 10 
8:30 - 11 a.m. 

åCanoe Tour: Tour a stretch of the West Fork of the Trinity River to view ducks, herons, beaver and other critters. Sunscreen, 
water and weather-appropriate clothing (including shoes that can get wet) are recommended. Canoes, paddles and lifejackets are 
provided. Children must be 5 years or older. Parents must sign a liability waiver for minor children. Some previous experience is 
recommended. Registration ends the preceding Thursday or when filled. MAXIMUM of 12 participants. Meet at Big River 
Parking Lot. Pre-registration required. $20 (includes admission fee)/MEMBERS $15. 

Saturday, 
October 10 
2 - 3:30 p.m. 

*A Walk through the Prairie: Tall grasses dotted with fall flowers await us as we meander to the Prairie Dog Town. The trail is 
marked with tracks of wildlife that thrive in the prairie, raptors soaring above and insects hiding among the vegetation. Come and 
explore the prairie wilderness that greeted settlers once and still greets us. FREE (with paid admission). 

Sunday, 
October 11 
1 - 2:30 p.m. 

*A Monarch’s Adventure: New generations of monarch butterflies are embarking on a remarkable adventure to the mountain 
tops of Mexico during the month of October. Join us as we speak about their incredible migration through Texas and discover the 
challenges they face as they reach their overwintering sites in the forests of Michoac§n.  We will take a leisurely stroll to find these 
world travelers. FREE (with paid admission). 

Saturday, 
October 17 
2 - 3 p.m. 

*Tree Trek: Trees play an important role in our everyday lives, whether it be from products we use to the important role they play 
in our environment. Join us and learn about the importance of trees and come and meet some of the species that comprise our 
wooded areas. FREE (with paid admission).  

Sunday, 
October 18 
1 - 2 p.m. 

*ĉKnee High Naturalist:  If you are ñknee high to a grasshopperò and love to learn about the outdoors, then you are a Knee High 
Naturalist. Join us for an afternoon of fun as we learn about spiders. This program is geared for children 6-9 years old. FREE 
(with paid admission). 

Thursday, 
October 22 
6:30 - 8 p.m. 

åEvening Stroll With a Naturalist: Come and enjoy an evening stroll on the Nature Centerôs trails as we explore nature before 
nightfall. Evening provides a unique opportunity to view animals that make the Nature Center their home. Bring water and wear 
weather-appropriate clothing. Pre-registration required. Meet at Front Gate. $10 (includes admission fee)/MEMBERS $5. 

Friday, 
October 23 
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

åĉPreschool Discovery Club: We invite preschoolers, ages 3 - 5, and their adult companions to join us in discovering the 
exciting world of nature. In October, we will learn about owls and discover how they survive in the nighttime world.  Pre-
registration required. $10 PER CHILD (includes admission fee, and one adult)/MEMBERS $5. 

Saturday, 
October 24 
2 - 3 p.m. 

*ĉAnimal Meet & Greet: Stop by the Hardwicke Interpretive Center to meet some of our animal ambassadors up close. A 
naturalist will be on hand  to answer your questions and tell you where you might find their wild counterparts at the Refuge. This 
program is come & go. FREE (with paid admission). 

Sunday, 
October 25 
1 - 3 p.m. 

*ĉBats-Life on the Wing: Would you make a good bat? Join a naturalist for this family friendly program and see if you have the 
senses, skills and luck it would take to live the life of a flying mammal. Then find out what new challenges bats are facing and how 
you can help. FREE (with paid admission).  

Thursday, 
October 29 
5 - 7 p.m. 

*Trails and Treats: Join us for our 5th annual Trails and Treats. Come and hike on the trails for treats, make a fun take home 
craft, listen to ñscaryò stories, learn about some creepy crawlies in our area and more. Wear your costumes and be ready to have 
some fun. FREE (no admission charge). 

Saturday, 
October 31 
1 - 2 p.m. 

*ĉArachnophilia: Before you head out trick or treating, stop by and learn about the misunderstood spider and other arachnids. 
Some spiders build webs with amazing geometric patterns. Scorpions glow blue-green when we shine a black light on them. And 
out in west Texas, the bizarre vinegaroon looks a little like a scorpion. instead of stinging it squirts a stream of vinegar toward 
anything that threatens them. Come see slides and hear stories of these amazing animals. FREE (with paid admission). 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
  
*Tales of the 
Misunderstood 
1 & 2 p.m. 

2 3 4 5 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

6 
 

*åEarly Birds 
8:30 - 10:30 a.m. 

 

7 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 

*Nature Hike  
10 a.m. - Noon 

 

*ĉStory Time 
1 - 2 p.m. 

8 
 

*Complimentary 
Colors 
1 - 3 p.m. 

9 
 

10 
 

11 12 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 

 

13 
 

 

14 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 

*Nature Hike  
10 a.m. - Noon 

 

Veterans 
Appreciation Day 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

 

15 
 

*Fall Colors 
1 - 2:30 p.m. 

16 
 

 

17 
 

18 
 

 

19 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 
åEvening Stroll 
5 - 6:30 p.m. 

20 
 

åĉPreschool 
Discovery Club 
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

 

21 
 

åCanoe Tour 
8:30 - 11 a.m. 

 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 

*Nature Hike  
10 a.m. - Noon 

 

*Nature Creeping  
1 - 3 p.m. 

22 
 

*Art in the Park 
1:30 - 3 p.m. 

23 
 
*Woodpecker Walk 
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

24 
 

åBison Feeding 
Hayrides 

10 - 11:30 a.m. 
1 - 2:30 p.m. 

25 
 

åBison Feeding 
Hayrides 

10 - 11:30 a.m. 
1 - 2:30 p.m. 

 

åFull Moon Paddle 
5 - 7:30 p.m. 

26 
 

 
Happy 

Thanksgiving 
 

Nature Center 
Closed 

27 
 

*Munch Time 
10 a.m. & 1 p.m. 

28 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 

*Nature Hike  
10 a.m. -  Noon 

 

*Wild Turkey 
Chatter 

1 - 2:30 P.M. 

29  
 

*Walk Off Your 
Turkey Hike 
1 - 3 p.m. 

30 
 

¶  Volunteer activities are noted in bold italics. 

¶ å Indicates reservations required (call 817-392-7410)  

¶ ĉ Indicates wheelchair-accessible program. 

¶ * Before title indicates a free program (with paid admission) and a 15 person max unless stated 
otherwise for hikes. 

¶ For more information or to register for programs, call 817-392-7410. 

Daylight Saving Time Ends Nov 1.  
Turn those clocks back. 
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NOVEMBER PROGRAMS 
Every Thursday 
& Saturday, 
9 a.m. - Noon 

Natural Guard: Individuals can help keep the Nature Center beautiful by volunteering for Natural Guard. Volunteers assist Refuge staff in trail 
maintenance, brush clearing, bridge building and much more. Please call 817-392-7410 for information. FREE.  

Every Saturday, 
10 a.m. - Noon 

*Nature Hike: Join a naturalist for a leisurely hike on the trails of the FWNC&R. Hikes feature current natural history events such as blooming 
wildflowers, commonly seen insects, birds, other animals and current projects on the Refuge. Bring water and dress for the weather. 
MAXIMUM of 15 participants. Hikes not designed for organized groups. FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED. FREE (with paid admission).  

Sunday, 
November 1 
1 & 2 p.m. 

*Tales of the Misunderstood: First impressions mean a lot. Some animals just do not make good first impressions.  Skunks, owls and snakes 
are just a few creatures that are often misunderstood. Come by the Hardwicke  Interpretive Center and learn more about their natural history 
and leave those misconceptions behind. FREE (with paid admission). 

Friday, 
November 6, 
8:30 - 10:30 a.m. 

*åEarly Birds: Come and join a naturalist as we try to wake up with the birds. We will take a leisurely hike around the Nature Center to see if 
we can find birds beginning their day. This is the best time of the day to see our fine feathered friends. Bring your binoculars and camera to 
enhance your experience. Pre-registration required. FREE (with paid admission). 

Saturday, 
November 7 
1 - 2 p.m. 

*ĉStory Time: Join Early Learning Specialist Michelle Lee from the Fort Worth Library as she enthusiastically reads stories and leads 
activities with your young children. Some activities may include songs, dances and more. In November, our topic will be fall. Make like a leaf 
and come out and join us. FREE (with paid admission).  

Sunday, 
November 8 
1 - 3 p.m. 

*Complimentary Colors: If you are a naturalist, photographer or artist, it is important to recognize colors and complimentary colors. We will 
use an iPad, photographs and software to identify complimentary colors and how to use them. Sunscreen, water and weather-appropriate 
clothing are recommended. MAXIMUM of 12 participants. Meet at Hardwicke. FREE (with paid admission).  

Saturday, 
November 14 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Veterans Appreciation Day: We are very grateful for what our Service men and women do for our country. As a thank you, we would like to 
invite all Veterans and their families for a fun and FREE day at the Nature Center. All Veterans and their families are allowed FREE admission 
to the Nature Center; made possible by Lockheed Martin. List of activities will be handed out at entry gate. FREE (admission included). 

Sunday, 
November 15 
1 - 2:30 p.m. 

*Fall Colors: Itôs that time of the year when red oaks and the sycamore trees change color.  Beautiful shades of red, oranges, and yellow 
landscape the refuge.  Take a leisurely hike with us and see the changes that nature brings to us this fall.  We'll hike the Refuge's Deer Mouse 
Trail to explore trees and their leaves as they prepare for winter. FREE (with paid admission). 

Thursday, 
November 19 
5 - 6:30 p.m. 

åEvening Stroll With a Naturalist: Come and enjoy an evening stroll on the Nature Centerôs trails as we explore nature before nightfall. 
Evening provides a unique opportunity to view animals that make the Nature Center their home. Bring water and wear weather-appropriate 
clothing. Pre-registration required. Meet at Front Gate. $10 (includes admission fee)/MEMBERS $5. 

Friday, 
November 20 
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

åĉPreschool Discovery Club: We invite preschoolers, ages 3 - 5, and their adult companions to join us in discovering the exciting world of 
nature. In November, we will take a closer look at fish including the ones we have at the Hardwicke Interpretive Center. Pre-registration 
required. $10 PER CHILD (includes admission fee, and one adult)/MEMBERS $5. 

Saturday, 
November 21 
8:30 - 11 a.m. 

åCanoe Tour: Tour a stretch of the West Fork of the Trinity River to view ducks, herons, beaver and other critters. Sunscreen, water and 
weather-appropriate clothing (including shoes that can get wet) are recommended. Canoes, paddles and lifejackets are provided. Children 
must be 5 years or older. Parents must sign a liability waiver for minor children. Some previous experience is recommended. Registration ends 
the preceding Thursday or when filled. MAXIMUM of 12 participants. Meet at Big River Parking Lot. Pre-registration required. $20 
(includes admission fee)/MEMBERS $15. 

Saturday, 
November 21 
1 - 3 p.m. 

*Nature Creeping: Join a naturalist for an up close and personal examination of some of the smaller, often overlooked wonders found on the 
Refuge. Slow down and increase your powers of observation. Sunscreen, water and weather-appropriate clothing are recommended. 
MAXIMUM of 12 participants. Meet at Hardwicke. FREE. 

Sunday, 
November 22 
1:30 - 3 p.m. 

*Art in the Park: Watercolor using Nature’s Fall Colors: A staff artist will  demonstrate watercolor techniques and simple sketching. These 
skills can help with nature journaling. If you have these, please bring: a sketchbook or paper for wet media, pencil, eraser, school grade 
watercolor paint and a small container for water. A pointed #10 paintbrush makes it easy to apply color. Paper, a few brushes, paint and other 
supplies will be available for use. Art experience helpful but is not necessary. This activity is geared for ages 14 +. FREE (with paid 
admission). 

Monday, 
November 23 
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

*Woodpecker Walk: Join a naturalist to look for our resident woodpecker species. Signs of these interesting and easy to observe birds can be 
found all over the forest if you know where to look. We will also use our ears to listen for the more talkative species.  Bring binoculars and 
dress for the weather. FREE (with paid admission). 

Tuesday & Wednesday, 
November 24 & 25 
10 - 11:30 a.m. 
1 - 2:30 p.m. 

åBison Feeding Hayride: Enjoy a hayride to the bison range and see them up close and personal as you assist staff feeding them range 
cubes. We will also learn about our bison management practices. The hayride will continue throughout the Refuge and we will discuss the 
different habitats the Nature Center has to offer. Meet at the Hardwicke Interpretive Center. PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED. MAXIMUM 
OF 20. $16 per person - 3 years and older (includes admission)/MEMBERS $8. Under 3 are free, but must sit in adult’s lap. 

Wednesday, 
November 25 
5 - 7:30 p.m. 

åFull Moon Paddle: Come and join us for a different type of Canoe Tour in the evening hours. This program will present new opportunities, 
like hearing beavers slap the water with their tails and seeing deer and raccoons. Canoes, paddles and lifejackets are provided. Children must 
be 5 years or older. Parents must sign a liability waiver for minor children. Some previous experience recommended. Registration ends 
Tuesday preceding or when filled. MAXIMUM of 12 participants. Meet at Back Gate. Pre-registration required. $20 (includes admission 
fee)/MEMBERS $15. 

Friday, 
November 27 
10 a.m. & 1 p.m. 

*Munch Time: Ever wonder what and how our educational wildlife eats? Come see our resident education animals during their munch time.  
Join us as we give you a closer look at these animals and an opportunity to learn more about them as they get fed. FREE (with paid 
admission). 

Saturday, 
November 28 
 1 - 2:30 p.m. 

*Wild Turkey Chatter: Interested in learning more about Novemberôs bird, the Wild Turkey? Join us as we explore their preferred habitat, their 
infamous history and their notable adaptations. Turkey trot your way to the Refuge to learn more about this extraordinary wild bird. FREE (with 
paid admission).  

Sunday, 
November 29 
1 - 3 p.m. 

*Walk Off Your Turkey Hike: Enjoy a two-mile hike along the Riverbottom Trail by the West Fork of the Trinity River.  Capture the sights of 
giant Cottonwoods and Willow trees.  Explore the area that is home to beavers, herons and armadillos. FREE (with paid admission). 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

¶ Volunteer activities are noted in bold 
italics. 

¶ å Indicates reservations required (call 
817-392-7410)  

¶ ĉ Indicates wheelchair-accessible 

program. 

1 2 3 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

4 
 

*åEarly Birds 
8:30 - 10:30 a.m. 

 

5 
 

åCanoe Tour 
8:30 - 11 a.m. 

 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 

*Nature Hike  
10 a.m. - Noon 

 

*ĉStory Time 
1 - 2 p.m. 

6 
 

*Winter Survival 
Strategy  
1 - 3 p.m. 

7 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

8 
 

 
 

9 

 

10 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

11 
 

 

12 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 

*Nature Hike  
10 a.m. - Noon 

 

*Animal Tracks, 
Scat and Signs 
1 - 3 p.m. 

13 
 

*ĉBird Feeding in 
Winter 
1 & 3 p.m. 

14 
 

 

15 
 

 

16 
 

 

17 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 

åEvening Stroll 
5 - 6:30 p.m. 

 
 

18 
 

åĉPreschool 
Discovery Club 
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

 

 

19 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 

*Nature Hike  
10 a.m. - Noon 

 

*Blizzard Lizard 
1 - 3 p.m. 

20 
 

*Winter 
Constellations 
1 & 2 p.m. 

21 
 

*Winter Birds 
10 a.m. - Noon 

22 
 

åBison Feeding 
Hayrides 

10 - 11:30 a.m. 
1 - 2:30 p.m. 

23 
 

åBison Feeding 
Hayrides 

10 - 11:30 a.m. 
1 - 2:30 p.m. 

24 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 

*ĉSnake Skin 
Bookmarks 
10 - 11 a.m. 

25 
 

Merry 
Christmas 

 
Nature Center 
Closed 

26 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 

*Nature Hike  
10 a.m. - Noon 

 

*ĉUnnatural Hike 
2 - 3 p.m. 

27 
 

*ĉSuper Turtles 
2 - 3 p.m. 

28 29 
 

åBison Feeding 
Hayrides 

10 - 11:30 a.m. 
1 - 2:30 p.m. 

30 
 

åBison Feeding 
Hayrides 

10 - 11:30 a.m. 
1 - 2:30 p.m. 

31 
 

Natural Guard 
9 a.m. - Noon 

 

*Resolution Hike 
10 a.m. - Noon 

¶ * Before title indicates a free 
program (with paid admission) with 
a 15 person max unless stated 
otherwise for hikes. 

¶ For more information or to register 
for programs, call 817-392-7410. 
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DECEMBER PROGRAMS 

Every Thursday  
& Saturday, 
9 a.m. - Noon 

Natural Guard: Individuals can help keep the Nature Center beautiful by volunteering for Natural Guard. Volunteers assist Refuge staff in 
trail maintenance, brush clearing, bridge building and much more. Please call 817-392-7410 for information. FREE. 

Every Saturday, 
10 a.m. - Noon 

*Nature Hike: Join a naturalist for a leisurely hike on the trails of the FWNC&R. Hikes feature current natural history events such as 
blooming wildflowers, commonly seen insects, birds, other animals and current projects on the Refuge. Bring water and dress for the 
weather. MAXIMUM of 15 participants. Hikes not designed for organized groups. FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED. FREE (with paid 
admission). 

Friday, 
December 4 
8:30 - 10:30 a.m. 

*åEarly Birds: Come and join a naturalist as we try to wake up with the birds. We will take a leisurely hike around the Nature Center to see 
if we can find birds beginning their day. This is the best time of the day to see our fine feathered friends. Bring your binoculars and 
cameras to enhance your experience. Pre-registration required. FREE (with paid admission). 

Saturday, 
December 5 
8:30 - 11 a.m. 

åCanoe Tour: Tour a stretch of the West Fork of the Trinity River to view ducks, herons, beaver and other critters. Sunscreen, water and 
weather-appropriate clothing (including shoes that can get wet) are recommended. Canoes, paddles and lifejackets are provided. Children 
must be 5 years or older. Parents must sign a liability waiver for minor children. Some previous experience is recommended. Registration 
ends the preceding Thursday or when filled. MAXIMUM of 12 participants. Meet at Big River Parking Lot. Pre-registration required. $20 
(includes admission fee)/MEMBERS $15. 

Saturday, 
December 5 
1 - 2 p.m. 

*ĉStory Time: Join Early Learning Specialist Michelle Lee from the Fort Worth Library as she enthusiastically reads stories and leads 
activities with your young children. Some activities may include songs, dances and more. In December, our topic will be animals in the 
winter. Huddle up in your coat and join us. FREE (with paid admission).  

Sunday, 
December 6 
1 - 3 p.m. 

*Winter Survival Strategy: How do plants and animals survive the winter and prepare for the spring? Join us as we discuss this very 
issue with a hike around the Nature Center. Sunscreen, water and weather-appropriate clothing are recommended. MAXIMUM of 12 
participants. Meet at Hardwicke. FREE.  

Saturday, 
December 12 
1 - 3 p.m. 

*Animal Tracks, Scats & Signs: Winter is a great time to look for signs of animal life. Join a park naturalist on a hike to look for signs of 
insects, mammals, birds and other wild residents. Bring binoculars if you have some, and dress for the weather. FREE (with paid 
admission).   

Sunday, 
December 13 
1 & 3 p.m. 

*ĉBird Feeding in Winter:  As the weather gets colder, our resident birds need high energy foods in order to survive. Find out how you 
can help supplement the diets of wild birds by providing the right kind of food at your home bird feeder. We will also spend some time 
observing the bird feeding courtyard and identifying our common winter species. FREE (with paid admission). 

Thursday, 
December 17 
5 - 6:30 p.m. 

åEvening Stroll With a Naturalist: Come and enjoy an evening stroll on the Nature Centerôs trails as we explore nature before nightfall. 
Evening provides a unique opportunity to view animals that make the Nature Center their home. Bring water and wear weather-appropriate 
clothing. Pre-registration required. Meet at Front Gate. $10 (includes admission fee)/MEMBERS $5. 

Friday, 
December 18 
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

åĉPreschool Discovery Club: We invite preschoolers, ages 3 - 5, and their adult companions to join us in discovering the exciting world 
of nature. In December we will explore how animals survive the winter.  Who stays up in the cold and who sleeps the winter away? Weôll 
find out!  Pre-registration required. $10 PER CHILD (includes admission fee, and one adult)/MEMBERS $5. 

Saturday, 
December 19 
1 - 3 p.m. 

*Blizzard Lizard: Where do reptiles and amphibians go when it gets cold? Snakes, lizards, turtles, frogs, and their kin choose all kinds of 
places to shelter from the cold. After an indoor portion and weather permitting, we will take a walk and look for some of the refuges where 
these animals may be hibernating. FREE (with paid admission). 

Sunday, 
December 20 
1 & 2 p.m. 

*Winter Constellations: This is a great time of the year to do some stargazing. The sky is much clearer than summer and there are some 
great constellations out. Join us as we look at some of the constellations that you can view in the nightôs sky and learn about some folklore 
behind some of the constellations. FREE (with paid admission). 

Monday, 
December 21 
10 a.m. - Noon 

*Winter Birds: Fort Worth is a popular destination for migrating birds. During the winter, birds from the north move down here for the 
availability of food. You may wonder which species have come down and settled in your backyard. Join us for a leisurely walk around the 
Refuge. A naturalist will help you identify these winter visitors by sight and sound. FREE (with paid admission).  

Tues & Wed, 
December 22-23 & 29-30 
10 - 11:30 a.m. 
1 - 2:30 p.m. 

åBison Feeding Hayride: Enjoy a hayride to the bison range and see them up close and personal as you assist staff feeding them range 
cubes. We will learn about our bison management practices. The hayride will continue throughout the Refuge and we will discuss the 
different habitats and the Nature Center has to offer. Meet at the Hardwicke Interpretive Center. PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED. 
MAXIMUM OF 20. $16 per person - 3 years and older (includes admission)/MEMBERS $8. Under 3 are FREE but must sit in adult’s 
lap. 

Thursday, 
December 24 
10 - 11 a.m. 

*ĉSnake Skin Bookmarks: Need a last minute holiday gift? Stop by the Hardwicke Interpretive Center and make a bookmark with real 
shed snake skin. Bring your questions about our resident snakes. All materials will be provided. This program is come & go. FREE (with 
paid admission). 

Saturday, 
December 26 
2 - 3 p.m. 

*ĉUnnatural Hike: Test your powers of observation on this fun scavenger hunt hike. This activity demonstrates the power of camouflage 
and is perfect for families. We will explore the limestone ledge and look for hidden objects along with natural wonders. The path is 
wheelchair and stroller accessible. FREE (with paid admission).   

Sunday, 
December 27 
2 - 3 p.m. 

*ĉSuper Turtles: Turtles do not really have superpowers, but some of their adaptations are pretty amazing. Join a naturalist as we 
examine some of our animal ambassadors up close and discover how different turtle species find food and avoid predators. FREE (with 
paid admission).   

Thursday, 
December 31 
10 a.m. - Noon 

*Resolution Hike: It is New Yearôs Eve and there is that temptation to make a resolution. The most popular resolution has to be to 
exercising more. How about resolving to spend more time outside and enjoying the outdoors? Today is your lucky day. We are going to do 
just that and spend time enjoying our natural world. Join us for this leisurely walk. FREE (with paid admission).  



FORT WORTH NATURE CENTER PROGRAM REGISTRATION FORM  
Program registration may be accomplished via mail, telephone, or in person. Registrations for fee programs will not be 
considered confirmed until payment is received. Program fees are non-refundable and non-transferable except in the 
following circumstances: 

¶ Program is cancelled by the Nature Center. 

¶ Nature Center receives notice of cancellation 72 hours prior to scheduled program.  
For more information or to register by phone, call 817-392-7410. 

NAME(S):  

ADDRESS:  

CITY, STATE, ZIP:  

TELEPHONE:  DAY:                                                                 EMAIL:  

Please register me (us) for the following program(s):    # 
Attending 

Fee       Total 

(1) X =  

(2) X =  

(3) X =  

c  Check  -  Make checks payable to City of Fort Worth - PACSD Total enclosed  $ 

c  Visa     c  MC     c  Amex     c  Disc     Card #                                                                     Exp Date:  

Name of Cardholder: 

Mail completed form and payment to: 


